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from: HENARY A. KISSINGER 

1. TODAY'S MEETING CONTINUED THE PATTERN OF THE LAST THREE 
DAYS* ALBEIT IN MORE LUDICROUS AND INSOLENT FORM. PRIOR TO MY 
SFSSION WITH THO* THE EXPERTS MET AT 9 O'CLOCK OSTENSIBLY TO 
reaffirm THE TEXTS WHICH HaO BEEN CONFORMED YESTERDAY EXCEPT 
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4. AFTER LUNCH ThO iuuk nii UAiLY KUN AT AN UNOPRSTAwn Twr: 

OK) 4RTICLE 5; AND iOTH AM ON06RST4N0 1 NG ON ARTICLE 8(C) AND 

Suortening the peri do in t.e agreement to two months. w^Jhen 

^^^ING GIVEN THEIR 

evenin? BEPaRE^'%^E? iLio'§A;i^;ri'j;s;Swj\ss;;'oHEHj;fNG 

?iMaRR2w'SSRN?NG!!"^ ONE ON PRISONERS 
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DILEMMA YESTE‘»0AY. HAMCI IS ALMOST DISDAINFUL OF US BECAUSE WE 
HiVE NO EFFECTIVE UE-VEIAGE LEFT, WHILE SAIGON IN ITS SHORT- 
SIGHTED DEVICES TO sabotage T^E AGREEMENT KNOCKS OUT FROM UNDER 
US OUR FEW REMAINING PROPS.- THIEU'S CEASEFIRE OFFER COULD 
FURTHER COMPLICATE THE SITUATION, BECAUSE IF HANOI ACCEPTS IT 
WE WILL HAVE STOPPED BOMBING NORTH OF THE 20TH PARALLEL IN 
PURSUIT OF OUR PEACE EFFORT WHILE THIEU WOULD HAVE FORCED US TOSTOP 
EVERYWHERE ELSE TO SABOTAGE IT. WE WILL SOON HAVE NO MEANS OF 
LEVERAGE AT ALL WHILE PRESSURES WILL BUILD UP DOMESTICALLY IF 
WE FAIL TO REACH AN AGREEMENT OR GET OUR PRISONERS BACK. WE 
WILL NEITER GET AN AGREEMENT NOR BE ABLE TO PRESERVE SAIGON. 

6. WE NOW HAVE Two ESSENTIAL STRATEGIC CHOICES. THE FIRST 
ONE IS TO TURN HARD ON HANnI AND INCREASE PRESSURE ENORMOUSLY 
THROUGH BOMBING AND OTHER MgANS. THIS WOULD INCLUDE MEASURES 
LIKE RESEEDING THE MINES, maSSIVE TWO-DAY STRIKES AGAINST THE 
POWER PLANTS OVER THIS WEEKEND^ AND A COUPLE OF B-52 EFFORTS. 

THIS WOULD MAKE CLEAR THAT THEY PAID SOMETHING FOR THESE 
PAST TEN DAYS. CONCURRENTLY WE WOULD TRY TO LINE UP SAIGON 
and at LEAST PREVENT THIEU FROM MAKING FURTHER UNILATERAL PRO- 
POSALS. PRESSURES ON SAIGON WOULD BE ESSENTIAL SO THAT THIEU 
DOES NOT THINK HE HAS FACED US DOWN, AND WE CAN DEMONSTRATE THAT 
■T' 0--f^ 4- C C-R 0 ’T' SENSITIVE EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY 
W= -WILL NOT PUT UP WITH CUP ALLY'S INTRANSIGENCE ANY MORE THAN 
WE WILL DO SO WITF^OUR ENEmY. 

the SECOND C^RSE IS TO MAINTAIN PRESENT APPEARANCES 
BY SCHDULING ANOT»R MEETING WITH LE DUC THO IN EARLY JANUARY. 
this WOULD TEST TTO EXTREMELY UNLIKELY HYPOTHESIS THAT THO MIGHT 
GET NEW INSTRUCTIONS, IF WE WERE ONCE AGAIN STONEWALLED, WE 
WOULD THEN TURN HARD ON HANOI. WE WOULD GIVE UP THE CURRENT EFFORT, 
blaming both VIETNAMESE PARTIES BUT PLACING THE MAJOR ONUS ON 
HANOI, WE WOULD OFFER A BILATERAL DEAL OF WITHDRAWAL AND AN 
End of bombing FOR PRISONERS. UIIdER THIS COURSE AS WELL WE WOULD HAVE 
TO MOVE ON SAIGON, TO BRING THIEU ABOARD IN THE EVENT OF AN 
agreement IN JANUARY OR IN THE LIKELY EVENT OF FAILURE, TO LAY THE 

Basis for going the bilateral route. 
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5. WHFRE THEN DOES THIS LEAVE US? I EXPLAINED OUR BASIC 
DILEMMA YESTERDAY. HANOI IS ALMOST DISDAINFUL OF US BECAUSE WE 
HiVF NO EFFECTIVE LEVERAGE LEFTf '.•IHILE SAIGON IN ITS SHORT- 
SIGHTED DEVICES TO SABOTAGE THE AGREEMENT KNOCKS OUT FROM UNDER 
US OUR FEW REMAINING PROPS. THIEU’S CEASEFIRE OFFER COULD 
FURTHER CO**'PLICATE THE SITUATION/ BECAUSE IF HANOI ACCEPTS IT 
V)^ WILL HAVE STOPPED BOMBING NORTH OF THE 20TH PARALLEL IN 
PURSUIT OF OUR PEACE EFFORT WHILE THIEU WOULD HAVE FORCED US TOSTOP 
EVERYWHERE ELSE TO SABOTAGE IT. UE WILL SOON HAVE '^^^^EANS OF 
LEVERAGE AT ALL WHILE PRESSURES WILL BUILD UP DOMESTICALLY IF 
WF fail TP REACH AN AGREEMENT OR GET OUR PRISONERS BACK. WE 
witL NFITER GET AN AGREEMENT NOR BE ABLE XQ^PMlEgVE SAIGON 
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